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February 17, 2015 

Dear Superintendents, 

The recent confirmation of a measles case in Georgia, and the on-going outbreak of measles 

affecting at least 20 states across the country, reinforces the critical need to vaccinate our 

children and also emphasizes the importance of knowing the vaccination status of our children.  

High immunization levels prevent outbreaks and protect our children. For the 2014-2015 school 

year, more than 98 percent of children entering kindergarten received all required vaccinations, 

including measles. That is a significant number, but concern remains over the unvaccinated 

children.  

Every year, the Georgia Department of Public Health (DPH), with the help of county health 

departments, reviews immunization records at your schools to check for vaccination compliance.  

Once the review is complete, each school is given 30 days to follow up with parents of 

unvaccinated children or children who have had partial doses of required vaccinations, or to 

locate and supply missing immunization records. If after the follow up reviews a school remains 

out of compliance, it is the responsibility of you and your administrators, who are entrusted with 

the well-being and safety of children to ensure that vaccination compliance at your school is 100 

percent.  

In Georgia, vaccinating our school-age children is the law. The state allows only two kinds of 

exemptions – a medical exemption for those with compromised immune systems who cannot 

safely be vaccinated, and a religious exemption for those who provide a sworn statement 

indicating their religion forbids vaccination. 

DPH Commissioner Brenda Fitzgerald and I are committed to working with Georgia schools to 

ensure all vaccination requirements are met and to offer assistance where it is needed, including 

at-school vaccination clinics, education for parents and school staff about vaccination safety and 

effectiveness. For more information about immunization guidelines for schools, click here or 

contact DPH’s Immunization Program by calling 404-657-3158 or contact the Department of 

Education (DOE) by calling 404-657-8309. 

 

http://dph.georgia.gov/schools-and-childcare
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No child should have to suffer a vaccine-preventable illness. Working together, I know we can 

keep our students, staff, families and communities free of infectious disease. 

Very truly yours,  

        

 

Richard Woods     Brenda Fitzgerald, MD 

State School Superintendent    Commissioner 

Georgia Department of Education   Georgia Department of Public Health 

 

 


